
 

 

For more information, contact 

Iowa Falls Chamber / Main Street          

520 Rocksylvania, Iowa Falls, IA, 50126 

Phone: 641-648-5549 

E-mail: chamber@iowafallschamber.com 

During the late nineteenth century and 

well into the twentieth, Rocksylvania   

Avenue was the main conduct for         

travelers entering Iowa Falls from both the 

north and the east.  Road signs today    

proclaim that it served both the Jefferson 

Highway coming from Winnipeg in Canada 

and the 1926 alignment of  US Highway 

20 which originates in Boston. In addition, 

train passengers and freight arrived at two 

stations both located on either side of this 

street.  Prominent residences, important 

manufacturing and businesses lined both 

sides of Rocksylvania Avenue.  Historic 

signs erected during the summer of 2021 

identify some of these historic sights that 

are still extant.  The following locations are 

given in east to west order.  Buildings that 

succumbed to perceived progress of     

preceding years include the stone     

Quaker Meetinghouse, East Side School, 

business buildings that ringed Rocksylvania 

Town Square,  the Arling Hotel across from 

the Illinois Central  Depot, and the       

Ellsworth Mansion on the corner of       

Rocksylvania and Oak Street.                           

Order of signs from East to West 

1. Julia O’Neil Park  

2. Mills Tower 

3. E.Olin Soule Tree and Plaque 

4. Illinois Central Depot 

5. Ellsworth Hospital 

6. L.E. Jones Mansion 

7. First Baptist Church 

8. Carnegie– Ellsworth Building  
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